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WHY IS PEACE IMPOSSIBLE?.A GENERAL SURVEY
Neither Side Is Beaten and Both Sides

}h\c Grounds to Hope That Real
Victory Is Still Possible.Agree¬
ment No Nearer Than It

Was Two Years Ago

By FRANK H. SIMONDS
Author of "The Great War" and "They Shall Not Pas.**"
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e? This, too, is inconceivable. No
one can know French or British sentiment
at this hour who believes that such an ac¬

commodation is to-day conceivable.
The Germans, as all their public and

official statements show, believe that they
have won the war. To support this view

they point to the lonvr list of their vic¬
tories and to the vast extenl of the terri¬
tory they have occupied. They .»»mm that
the last summer ha- proved that their
Western line cannot he fierce«!, while their
Rumanian victory has demonstrated that

man power to

and win new victories.
They estly t" believe that this
fact 1.- recognized by their opponents, hut
that the statesmen of the opposing coun¬

tries *arickedly compel their peoples to go

French and Brititb Belief
. he French and the Rritish

quite differently. They believe that even

the limited su * tin.- summer

«lemor.strate that the- («ermar armies in the
.eaten. They reason that

they are already superior in numbers,
nnd mtmitionmont: they point U> the

.«ar» of laouis XIV and
of Napoleon. Germany and her allies
have never won the victories of Napoleon;
they have m ver approached his domina¬
tion of the Continent. They have

¦hat he did; that is, temporarily put
out one oppom . ipoleon put out

-1.. ;«t Jena ami

at Iriedland.
The Allies count on numbers, wealth,

superior resources ar.d the cunt ml of the
»<¦;:. They poini U thi n of the pa.-t
in the great 11 wars, and they ar«-

itions ultimately
wore down nati a«- Germany is
placed to-day, after .-ulTeiinfr initial de-

irpassing those
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Ifer.
The Effect of Pasiion* Unchained

There 1- one more force iha* must he
reckoned with; it is the force of pas-ion.
The invasii Belgium, the atrocities

he crime.-. th<* bombardm«
Rheims and the burn ng Louvain, the
submarine campaiirn ami the Zeppelin
raids have roused in Britain and in France
an emotion thai ssily drive ho*.h

peoples to continue a war alter the hop«'
of \ictory had departed, either m blind
anper or in the despairing conviction that

permanenl peace would he impossible wit i
the authors of these
Americans must understand tin: «tiro

tion t«) understand the war and the COndi
tn«»,- of peace. It ia equally true thai
R -..«. raiagsa Baal Prussia tan
years ago have stirrod German passion
it is true that of th.' Genual
people look upon the I'ritish blockade will
the same wrath that Britons regard th'

Zeppelin and submarine episodes. We mat

make our own choice between the tu«

hut what Liai t" recognizs
nine for a!1 is that the «question "t pean
or war in Kurope to day is no! S

of *,,ro\ iru <". or colonies; before all else it

is a question of the piU -ions the war has
.Jiiihained.
We may conclude that both sides

in their own minds conditions on which

they would mak<« peace. But before we

turn to examine them it is worth while to

examine for a moment that interesting list
of conditions which have already been
eliminated from the reckoning. For it is
true that two years and a half of war, and
we are approaching this mark, have re¬

moved from the minds of the combatants
certain expectations held at the outset.

There has been an end of some illusions;
this is plain.
No Liberalization of Germiiny from Without

In the first place, if may be doubted if

there remains in London or Paris to day
any considerable remnant of that pro

gramme for th«> rescue of the German
people from their ruler- and the del ¦¦"

anee of the small German states from
Prussia. Two years ago this was a fa¬

miliar faith. As the soldiers of the Allied

sovereigns marched against Republican
France to restore the Bourbons, Britain

and France and Russia, with some degree
of difference of conviction, set out to free
Germany from the Hohenzollerna and undo
the work of Bismarck.

This notion has peri«-hed. Now it is

perceive«, that the German people, like the

French a century and a quarter ago, must

decide their own fate, their own inter¬
nal boundaries and all the questions
that belong tu a gnat people to decide,
lîritons and E renchnren may dream of S

liberalization of Germany t«> come when

the war is over, and to come from within.

but they can no longer hope for any

change made by their hands which cou'.i

rarvive their withdrawal. Two years of
war have demonstrated the unity of ('er-

many; they have eliminated the poaaibil-|

Itjf .'f a remodelling of Germany fror

with».
As to Austria the case is different, ft

who shall -ay ruiw that it is as easy t

»believe that th»- dissolution of the ancien
inevitable as it was two y»*ar

Lcmberg was a recent event

ii. ealuiesses that were to be expects
have developed. They have hrought defeat
and disasters, but Austria has survive»;
The Slavs who fought hadly against th

have fought splendidly agains
the Italians. The entrance of Italy, witl
her designs upon Halmatia revealed, en

ii-t»'il the Southern Slavs; the coming <.

Rumania, with her aspirations in Transyl
vania, ri oved the last question as tu

H ingai i;»', perseverance to the end. To

day Austria-Hungary does not look per
.t in »the same sense that German»

tantially indivisible, hut muci

light »hatter about the passing of th«

Hapsburgl has become silent, and il

there remains a doubt it is whether Aus
tria and Hungary will pass under thl

domination of Germany or Hungary will
assert its control over Austria and Buds

replace Vienna as a world capital.
Turkith Vitality

Nor shall we deny to the Turk a simi¬
lar vita! it v. After two years his empire
holds despite defeats in Armenia. Con¬

stantinople remains impregnable, there is
»ward evidence of internal decay and

German organisation has given new force

to Turkish numbers. Turkish troops arc

fighting in Galicia and in the Dohrudja,
and the Oriental Express still performs its

appointed journey from Hamburg to »Stam¬

boul, from the Kibe to the Golden Horn,
h«» sign and symbol of that Middle Eu-

which German arms have made a

tact.

Looking now on the other side of the

picture, we perceive equally plain German

miscalculations. Above all, the German

conceptions <>f France and Great Britain
must strike even the German as riiliculous

»to-day. The cardinal doctrine of all Ger¬
man patriotic faith less than two years

and a half ago was that France was de-

adent and that she would fall to the first

vigorous blow of virile Germany. Germans
of every rank and condition believed it,
and German military policy was bsssd
upon this belief. France was to bo abol¬

ished a-» a military power in six weeks
»id now, when nearly five times sín months

have »pas ed, France remains unbroken and
'he heaviest Herman defeats have come

from French armies. The German <a

culution- »if peace no longer include th

occupation of France from Belfort I

< 'alais*.
Not less complete has been the refutatio

of the ('erman as -ertionI u» to Britain. T»

day contingents from all British coloni«
are fighting in Belgium and France
South African troops are extinguishin
the last flicker of forman light in Africa
Canadians and Australia':- arc it» th

trenches at the Somme. India is quiel
Egypt has been annexed and has not re

raited. Britain ha- adopted ..nacriptioi
and raised million«. The empire that de

fended it»»elf by hk-ivenaries and lackCi
the manhood to endure national servie

has accepted the Teutonic system and

beginning to get the («erman results.
The New Ruitia

Nor is the awakening as to Russia les

complete. After defeats and disaster
Russia returned last spring to the attacl
and in a few short weeks disposed of 800,
000 Austrian troops, taking nearly hal

prisoners. Every intrigue of the cour

and the nobles for a separate peace ha;

been thwarted, and slowly, painfully, bu'

unmistakably, a new Russia is being de

veloped which Is controlled by those wh(

have no sympathy with German ideas 01

German rulers; a liberal Russia is rir-inv
on Germany's easterti marches, a Russil
whose very vastness contains a permanent
menace to Teutonism.
And so we may say that on both aider

of the present tiring lines there has been

an enormous disillusionment, and this dis-

illu.-ienment has been the sole contribution
to peace of two years nnd a half of war.

On both sides there are certain things
now recognized that WOttld not have been

conceded before. Germany recognizes the

permanence of France and of Britain, the

enduring menace of Russia. The Kntonte

Allic:; recognize the futility of their earlier

notions of remaking Germany to suit their
own democratic ideals or selfish aims;they
perceive that Austria is not yet neces¬

sarily doomed and they behold Turkey still

enduring.
Abandoned Dream»

All these things are a gain for peace.
All these things contribute to the removal
of ideas and misapprehensions which

were, while they continued, a permanent
harrier to any possible peace settlement,

now or hereafter. On the German side

they mean a temporary or permanent
abandonment of any dream that world
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»domination call be attained in this war.

[de they dispose of any hope
belief that Germany can be removed a

I probably M an enduring dan;
in the years that are to come; certainly
danger can only be removed by a Gerrr

ilecision uninfluenced by external piSSM
What, then, remains before peace can

made? If Germany is prepared to eva»

ate Belgium and Northern France, con

tions that even the (ierman will recogn
are necessary antecedents to any sett

ment, what ure the remaining obstad«

The answer is simple. France will une

no circumstances make peace now withe

the rétrocession of Alsace-Lorraine. Ri

sia will not make peace without the retu

of all of her occupied territory, without t

restoration of »Serbia and without the p<

session of Constantinople. Italy will n

make peace without Trieste, *.he Trenti
'and Dalmatia. Rumania has the guarant
of all her allies that she shall ha

Transylvania and Bukovina. where near

2.000,000 Rumanians dwell. As fi

Britain, we know that it would not be po
Bible for her, even if she desired it, as si

»»t, to persuade Australia to 6U

render the German colonies she has take

South Africa to retire from the Germa

provinces she has conquered, her a!

Japan to give up Kiau-»'hau.
The Conflicting Claims

There is no great value in analyzin
these various claims now; they are of ui

equal value; they will appeal to Americar
.¡irTerently as American sympathy, know

edge, conviction varies in these seven

great problems. But the main fact r<

mains that every one of the contestant

on the Allies' side to-day prefers to con

tinue the war rather than to surrender th

»hope which a protraction of the war hold

ut for them that they may acquire wha

they believe to be theirs by moral right o

necessary to their safety in view of près

eut or future peril coming from Germany
And on what terms would Germany anc

her allies make peace? We may fairl>
ilismis* from the reckoning the possibility
that Germany will now claim Belgium or

any portion of French soil, because such
claims wculd close the t*.ucstion of peace
altogether. On the other hand, we may be
sur" Germany will insist upon the per¬
manence of that Polish state she has cre¬

ated out of Russian Poland, a state to be
under Austro-Germán protection and to

serve as a barrier against Russia, a buffer

Itate, not impossibly to be increased by
the addition of Austrian Poland when
Austria has been otherwise remunerated.
Conceivably Germany will also insist upon
th»1 creation of a state of Lithuania, also

under her protection, but this remains

doubtful. Probably her present pro¬

gramme for Eastern expansion would be

fulfilled by the Polish concession.
As for Austria, she might consent to

¦give the Trentino south of Botzen to Italy,

but she never would resign Trieste or Pal-

matia. For herself she would claim the

right, to decide the fate of Serbia, of Mon¬

tenegro and of Albania. The Macedonian

portion of Serbia would certainly be ceded
to Bulgaria; the balance might le joined
with Austrian and Hungarian Slav prov¬

inces, it might be surrendered to Hun¬

gary, it might be erected into a dependent
but titularly independent kingdom under
an Austrian prince; but as a free state it

would vanish.
In addition to Serbian territory, includ¬

ing Monastir and Nish, Bulgaria would
receive the Rumanian Dobrudja and Greek

Kavala, while Greece would have Southern

Albania, now marked for Italy and occu¬

pied by Italian troops. As for Turkey,
she would keep what she has aid accept
her losses in Armenia and Eg\ pt.

Slav Against Tout >.»

We have here the sum cf the differences,
then.France, Italy and Rumania claiming
their lost provinces (Alsace-Lorraine,
Trieste and the Trentino, T«l -ylvania) as

the permanent barriers to peace, together
with the Russian claim to Constantinople.
To balance them we have the German
claim to Poland, tho Austrian claim to

Serbia, the determination of the Central
Powers to reward their Bulgarian ally, as

the other alliance has pledged itself to re¬

ward Rumania.
And the real battle is between the Slav

and the Tetxton. The possession of Alsace-
Lorraine by France, of Trieste and the
Trentino by Italy will not materially
change the European situation. But the

possession of Constantinople by the Turk,
actually subjected to German direction, or

the passing of Constantinople to the
Czars will constitute the biggest change
in European territory in nearly live cen¬

turies, a change, whichever prevail«,
fraught with peril for all the Mediter¬
ranean powers and full of meaning for
Britain, now the possessor of Kgypt and

India.
Those who would understand the present

obstacles to peace must recognize that
neither alliance would now consent to re¬

turn to the conditions of 1014; that such a

return would, in fact, be a confession of
surrender for the Central Powers, because
it would mean the restoration of Serbia
and the renewal of the Russian threat to

Constantinople. They must understand
the French feeling toward Alsace-Lor¬
raine, a sentiment compounded of moral
conviction and the belief that the war has
demonstrated that France is indefensible«
without the Rhine frontier; the Italian
sentiment in the matter of "unredeemed
Italy," plus the conviction, Btrengthen«sd
by the war, that Northern Italy is inde¬
fensible while Austria holds Trent.

Exhaustion to Decide

Conversely, they must grasp the German
belief that only with a Polish buffer etat«
will Germany be safe against the onrush
of the Slav, that only with the door to the
Near East open and in Austrian and Tur¬
kish hands will Germany be able to reap
any harvest from her vast sacrifices or

preserve any future commensurate with
her rank as a world power and commensu¬

rate, too, with the world empires of her
opponents, which remain unshaken a.id,
indeed, increased by the present conflict.
Here is the final answer to any pr«

possibility of peace. Such progress _a has
been made toward peace has been made
by the removal of illusions. A limit has
been set to the hopes and ambitions of all
the combatants, but what still seems to
each group possible far exceeds anything
the other will concede. Unless then- be »

sweeping success by one group of powers
over the other, which is extremely unlikely,
or a change of sides by one power, which
grows more and more unlikely, the pros¬
pect is for a war of exhaustion, lasting un¬
til one group is worn out tr both group«,
having approached exhaustion with e<jual
step, at last consent to settle around the
green table what cannot be settled by bal
fie. This means another Treaty of V.. -.

phalia or of Utrecht, just as the defeat of
Germany now, and not two years ago,
would mean another Congress of Vienna,
a congress in which the esm-ntial unity ef
the defeated nations would be recognized
as the first condition of permanent peace.

I have to apologize to my readers for
a rather humiliating slip last week by
which the Hundred Days were described as
extending from the landing of Napoleon
at St. Helena to the collapse of his empire.
The landing, was, of course, not at St.
Helena, but from Elba.


